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Abstract: (Eco)toxicological assessment of engineered nanoparticles has largely restricted to laboratory 

conditions, and contribution to the environmental matrix mostly ignored. Thus, the lack of reflection of the 

environmental matrix makes it harder to evaluate the ecotoxicity of nanoparticles and its mechanism. Therefore, 

sample pretreatment has a vital role for appropriate (eco)toxicological assessment and reflection of the 

environmental matrix. The present study aims to investigate the effect of different sample pretreatment strategies 

on the (eco)toxicity of ZnO nanoparticles and its mechanism. For this purpose, three sample pretreatments and 

related bacterial bioassay procedure was examined. Moreover, the impact of the sample pretreatment on the 

toxicity mechanism was investigated using the physicochemical parameters of ZnO nanoparticles and 

antioxidant responses of bacteria. The results showed that the sample pretreatment affected the physicochemical 

properties of ZnO nanoparticles, inhibition level and inhibition pathway. 

 

Keywords: Sample preparation; nanoparticles; bacterial bioassay; matrix effect; seawater. © 2020 ACG 

Publications. All rights reserved. 

 
 

1. Introduction 

 

Although sample pretreatment is often the bottleneck in an analysis, it is important in all 

aspects of biological, chemical, materials, and surface analysis. It aims to bring the samples in a 

suitable form, ready for analysis, and to minimize the sample degradation during analysis. Also, in 

order to apply an analytical procedure, it is important to avoid interferences between the analyte and 

the components of the matrix. Once the sample pretreatment is complete, the analysis is carried out 

by different types of analysis, depending on the information to be acquired; toxicological, 

physicochemical, etc. [1-4]. Despite having importance on quality and fate of analysis, it did not 
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receive much attention in the environmental fate of nanoparticles (NPs) and there is still much to be 

done in terms of methodological aspect [5].  

The growing production and wide application of NPs have increased their release in the 

environmental systems (e.g. air, water, soil), and the main sink of the NPs in the environment can be 

seen in water systems, such as seawater, sewage water. With the increasing release of NPs, there are 

various attempts to evaluate their fate in the environment [6-8]. Currently, understanding the behavior 

of NPs in the environmental systems and interaction of NPs with environmental components is still 

unknown due to no established methodology. Only limited number of studies evaluated the matrix 

effect on the particle size and zeta potential of NPs and their relation to bacteria [6,9-11]. In most of 

these studies, the matrix was mostly artificial (e.g. addition of NaCl, Na2SO4 in distilled-deionized 

water), or only distilled-deionized/ultra-pure water. In addition to this,  a few studies used real 

environmental matrix (e.g. seawater, wastewater, extracted air particulate matter) [2,9-13]. The 

studies proved that both artificial and real environmental matrix influenced the surface chemistry, 

particle size and zeta potentials of NPs. 

Till to date, to investigate the behavior of NPs in environmental systems, bacterial bioassay 

(i.e. Escherichia coli, Pseudomonas aeruginosa, and Staphylococcus aureus) are good test model, 

because they exist in large numbers and have important roles in the environment. The interaction 

between bacteria and NPs may provide information about the impact of NPs in the environment. For 

instance, bacteria test model allows us to study the toxicity of NPs against the cell/organism, and to 

examine them in different environmental matrices [9-13, 17]. According to the studies conducted on 

bacteria, the presence of NPs in the environment can positively or negatively affect the functions of 

the microorganisms [6, 9-13, 18-27]. Despite the large number of studies (>40000) dealing with the 

ecotoxicity of NPs, it is still not possible to establish the interaction between NPs and the 

environment. This is mainly due to the fact that the available studies have important shortcoming 

about the experimental design, such as lack of physicochemical characterization of NPs under 

environmentally realistic conditions and/or the disconnection between the environmental or 

experimental conditions for both toxicity assay and physicochemical characterization [14, 28-34]. All 

these issues also induce many analytical questions. To diminish these shortcomings, new studies 

conducting toxicity procedures under environmental conditions and applying appropriate sample 

pretreatment methods for the physicochemical characterization are crucial for linking the 

environmental systems with toxicity procedures.  

The different matrixes can change the NPs surfaces because the surface of NPs may include 

organic capping agents or may purify with the surrounding matrix [2,9-13, 35,36]. Unfortunately, 

examination of the extensive surface chemistry has been mostly ignored under various experimental 

conditions. The surface chemistry can influence their biological effects and also the particle size, zeta 

potential, agglomeration.  

Thus, in order to make realistic assumptions for the fate of ZnO NPs on the environmental 

systems, the effect of the sample pretreatment strategies of ZnO NPs on the toxicity and its 

mechanism was evaluated with and without seawater conditions. 

 

2. Experimental 

 
2.1. Materials and Instrumentation 

 

ZnO NPs were obtained from Nanografi (Ankara, Turkey). All chemicals used in the 

experiments were of analytical grade and obtained from Merck (Darmstadt, Germany). Biochrom 

Libra S70 (Cambridge, UK) spectrophotometer was equipped for all measurements in optical density 

and biochemical assays.  

Escherichia coli (ATCC 35218, E. coli), Pseudomonas aeruginosa (ATCC 27853, P. 

aeruginosa) and Staphylococcus aureus (ATCC 25923, S. aureus) served as a model organism and 

taken from The American Type Culture Collection (ATCC). Frozen strains were activated according 

to producer data sheet, which requires keeping them at 37 °C for 3 h in Tryptic soy broth (Merck) and 

culturing on Nutrient agar (Merck) prior to the toxicity assessment.  
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2.2. Procedures of Sample Pretreatment of ZnO Nanoparticles 

 

Applied sample pretreatment methods and related toxicity procedures were summarized in 

Table 1 [2]. For this purpose, firstly, 2.0 mg of ZnO NPs were weighed and combined with 20 mL 

treatment (matrix) solution in 50 mL flask. Seawater was selected as an environmental matrix. 

Distilled-deionized water (Milli-Q, Millipore, USA) and seawater were used as treatment solutions. 

Chemical properties of seawater characterized according to the standard methods given in 

Supplementary Table S2, and results were shown in Supplementary Table S3. In order to avoid the 

formation of precipitation/agglomeration, the mixtures containing ZnO NPs were stirred at 250 rpm 

for 24 h. Subsequently, the mixture was centrifuged to separate NPs from the solution part and dried in 

an oven at 90oC to dry.  

 

Table 1. Applied sample pretreatment methods and related toxicity procedures 

 

Sample pretreatment of NPs 

Method-I Method-II Method-III 

No treatment: 

  

 Dried at 90oC 

Treatment with distilled water: 

 

 10% (w/v) NPs prepared in 

distilled water 

 Shaken 24 h at 250 rpm 

 Removed the aqueous part 

 Dried at 90oC 

Treatment with seawater 

 

 10% (w/v) NPs prepared 

in seawater 

 Shaken 24 h at 250 rpm 

 Removed the aqueous part 

 Dried at 90oC 

 

Procedure of bacterial bioassay for NPs toxicity 

 

Procedure 1 

 

Procedure 2 Procedure 3 Procedure 4 

Sample Preparation: 

Method I 

 

Sample Preparation: 

Method I 

 

Sample Preparation: 

Method II 

 

Sample Preparation: 

Method II 

 

Procedure: 

 Broth for 

inoculation of 

bacteria prepared with 

distilled water 

 24 h incubation 

 Optical density 

measurement at 600 

nm 

Procedure:  

 Broth for 

inoculation of bacteria 

prepared with seawater 

 24 h incubation 

 Optical density 

measurement at 600 

nm  

 

Procedure:  

 Broth for 

inoculation of bacteria 

prepared with distilled 

water 

 24 h incubation 

 Optical density 

measurement at 600 

nm 

Procedure:  

 Broth for 

inoculation of bacteria 

prepared with distilled 

water 

 24 h incubation 

 Optical density 

measurement at 600 

nm  

 

 

 

2.3. Toxicity Assessment  

 

To examine the toxicological behavior of the ZnO NPs, bacteria model system was used and 

procedures were explained in Table 1. Each procedure without ZnO NPs was applied as blank or 

control of the procedure. All samples were prepared in five replicates. Averages of each of the five 

samples or plates are reported in the results, figures, and tables. Error bars in the results represent the 

standard deviation of the five measurements. Finally, all samples were incubated in a dark oven at 

37oC for 24 h. After the incubation time, the viability was measured by the optical density 

measurement at 600 nm [2].  
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2.4. Physicochemical Properties of ZnO Nanoparticles 

 

After the sample pretreatments, the treated ZnO NPs were characterized by surface chemistry, 

morphology, zeta potential, and particle size.  

Surface chemistry was investigated using Fourier-transform infrared (FTIR) spectrometry 

(VERTEX 70 ATR, Bruker, Germany). The FTIR analysis was acquired in the range of 4000 to 500 

cm-1 to investigate the effect of sample pretreatment on the surface chemistry of ZnO NPs.  

Zeta potential and particle size were measured using Dynamic light scattering (DLS, Malvern 

Zetasizer Nano ZS, Worcestershire, UK). After 5 minutes of sonication, particle size measurements 

were carried out in a disposable sizing cuvette and zeta potential analysis was conducted by injecting 1 

mL of sample in a folded capillary cell.  

The morphology and chemical composition of ZnO NPs was determined using a Scanning 

electron microscopy with energy-dispersive X-ray spectroscopy (SEM/EDX, QUANTA FEG 250, 

FEI, Thermo Fisher Scientific, Oregon, USA). 

 

2.5. Biochemical Responses of ZnO Nanoparticles 

  

To investigate the antioxidant capacity and antioxidant enzymes (Dehydrogenase, Superoxide 

dismutase, Catalase) related to oxidative stress, formed bacteria colonies on nutrient broth were 

transferred and suspended into saline water (0.9% NaCl) until they reached to an optical density 

corresponding to 1x108 CFU/mL. Then prepared samples were immediately used for the analysis of 

the antioxidant capacity and enzymes. 

Antioxidant capacities were determined by CUPRAC method [35]. Briefly, sample solutions 

were mixed with 0.01M CuCl2, 7.5x10-3 M Neocupreine, and 1 M CH3COONH4. Sample solutions 

were measured after the 30 min waiting period and Trolox was used as a standard.  

Dehydrogenase (DeH) activities were determined according to the method described in the 

literature  [38]. The method basically involves incubation of samples with 3% triphenyl tetrazolium 

chloride at 30 oC, pH=7 and addition of 37% formaldehyde to form formazan for an hour. The optimal 

wavelength for formazan was measured between 500-700 nm.  

Superoxide dismutase (SOD) activity was performed as described in the l,terature [39] which 

quantifies the inhibition of photochemical reduction of nitro blue tetrazolium chloride caused by SOD 

activity. SOD activity was monitored for 5 min with 1 min intervals at 560 nm.  

Catalase activity (CAT) was measured by the reduction after the addition of phosphate buffer 

(pH=7.0) containing 0.07% H2O2, at 240 nm for 4 min [40]. 

  

3. Results and Discussion 

 To overcome the methodological issues and link the toxicity assay with environmental or test 

conditions, it is important to conduct appropriate sample pretreatment for ZnO NPs. For this purpose, 

three sample pretreatment methods were conducted using available studies as mentioned in 

Supplementary Table S1 and our previous study [2]. The method-I is mostly used both in toxicity and 

characterization studies, however, this method does not involve any sample pretreatment to reflect 

neither environmental nor test conditions. The method-II is frequently applied in toxicity studies; on 

the other hand, it can reflect only the test conditions, not the environmental matrix. The method-III 

reflects the environmental matrix. It is obviously that test conditions and environmental matrix can 

affect the surface properties of NPs. Moreover, NPs mostly interact with the medium components of 

seawater, soil or air [2,8-13]. The previous studies observed that surface properties were mostly 

influenced from medium components. Therefore, sample pretreatment is important step to reflect the 

environmental and control matrix. In addition, sample pretreatment plays an important role in the 

selection of controlled test conditions (control group) and comparison between controlled and 

environmental conditions. For this purposes, different sample pretreatment methods were applied to 

examine the effect on bacterial bioassay. The viability of the tested bacteria was shown in Figure 1. A 

slight or no inhibition (0 to < 10%) was observed on the gram-negative E. coli for the applied 

procedures. The limited inhibition can explain that the bacteria cell wall and ZnO NPs surface have the 
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same charge. However, high inhibition (20-70 %) was shown against the other gram-negative 

bacteria, P. aeruginosa. Depending on the composition of cell walls, E. coli, and P. aeruginosa can be 

exhibiting different interactions with ZnO NPs. E. coli had high viability compared to P. aeruginosa. 

This result can explain that the thicker disaccharide cell walls of E. coli compared to P. aeruginosa 

can limit the interaction with ZnO NPs. Furthermore, high inhibition (>50%) of selected gram-positive 

S. aureus was observed in all procedures, because of the difference between the cell wall charge of the 

S. aureus and surface charge of ZnO NPs which increase the interaction [2,8-11].  

 

 
Figure 1. Cell viability percentages of tested bacteria exposed to ZnO NPs with applied  procedure 

associated impact (a) viability of E. coli, (b) viability of P. aeruginosa , (c) viability of S. 

aureus 
   Pr1: Procedure1, Pr2: Procedure 2, Pr3: Procedure3, Pr4: Procedure 4. Different symbols for the bars 

indicate statistically significant results; * in relation to Procedure 1 (p<0.05). ** in relation to 

Procedure 2 (p<0.05). *** in relation to Procedure 3 (p<0.05). **** in relation to Procedure 4. 
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The viability difference between bioassay procedures evaluated according to the Tukey test. 

There were significant differences between the applied procedures and this observation was free from 

the bacteria type. The viability order among procedures were obtained as 

Procedure4>Procedure2>Procedure3>Procedure1, Procedure2>Procedure1>Procedure4>Procedure3, 

and Procedure2>Procedure1>Procedure4>Procedure3 for E. coli, P. aeruginosa and S. aureus, 

respectively. Most sensitive bacteria were S. aureus and P. aeruginosa to the applied procedures. The 

results showed that high viability can be obtained using Procedure2 compared to other procedures for 

tested bacteria. Moreover, a high correlation was observed not only between Procedure 3 and 

Procedure 4 but also between P. aeruginosa and S. aureus.  

 
Figure 2. EDX spectrum of ZnO NPs treated with different sample pretreatment (a) Method-I, (b) 

Method-II, (c) Method-III. The table indicates the elemental composition according to 

sample pretreatment 
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The results also indicated that applied bioassay procedure has a great impact on the inhibition 

level and inhibited species. Because, sample pretreatment method and related bioassay procedure was 

different. 

To evaluate the effect of sample pretreatment on the toxicity of ZnO NPs, it needs to reveal 

the inhibition pathway of the tested procedure. Because the inhibition pathways are detailed processes 

in which substances are either effective in the process or transformed into other substances. Detailed 

examination of the processes is important in many ways: (i) to control the process, (ii) to choose 

effective conditions, (iii) to find correlation between systems not otherwise obviously related, (iv) to 

permit unification and understanding of matter is of great importance in both theory and practice. 

Therefore inhibition pathways were examined using physicochemical and biochemical phenomena.  

The chemical composition of the ZnO NPs recorded with the EDX system and is given in 

Figure 2. According to the EDX spectrums, the main elemental components of the ZnO NPs were 

changed with the applied sample pretreatment. The contents of C and O decrease with Method-II and 

Method-III compared to Method-I. Additionally, Cl and S ions were introduced to the surface of the 

ZnO NPs with the seawater treatment (Method-III). The decrease in the content of C and O can be 

explained that surface impurities can be cleaned by the treatment of ultra-pure water (Method-II) and 

seawater (Method-III). Contrarily, an increase in the Cl and S content with the treatment of Method-III 

can be linked to the sorption of the chemical compounds found in seawater (as shown in 

Supplementary Table S3).  

The FTIR spectra of ZnO NPs obtained with sample pretreatment methods are shown in 

Figure 3. The main characteristic peaks of ZnO NPs treated with Method-I were observed at 650 cm-1 

and 850 cm-1 (C-H), 1350 cm-1, 1700 cm-1 and 2300 cm-1 (C=O) and a broad absorption band between 

3100-3600 cm-1 (O-H) was obtained. The FTIR spectrum of ZnO NPs treated with Method-II shows 

signals at 1400 cm-1, 1500 cm-1 and broad absorption band between 3100-3600 cm-1 mainly ascribed to 

C-H and O-H groups  

 
Figure 3.  FTIR spectra of the ZnO NPs with the different sample pretreatment (a) Method-I, (b) 

Method-II, (c) Method-III 
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On the other hand, most of the C-H and C=O peaks seen in Method-I were not observed with Method-

II. This observation collaborates with the EDX results. The FTIR spectrum of ZnO NPs treated with 

Method-III, the major peaks were observed at 700 and 900 cm-1 (C-Cl), 980 cm-1 (C=C), 1100 and 

1600 cm-1 (C-N), 1380 cm-1 (S-O), 1500 cm-1 (N-O) and 3500 cm-1 (N-H). The formation of Cl-, N- 

and S- related groups are also in agreement with the EDX spectrum. 

Table 2 shows the particle sizes and zeta potentials of ZnO NPs treated with different sample 

pretreatment methods. Despite original particle size of ZnO NPs was reported to be <50 nm by the 

manufacturer, the particle sizes were significantly different and found as 301±12, 671±33, and 548±21 

nm for Method-I, Method-II, and Method-III, respectively. The significantly different particle sizes 

were obtained among the sample pretreatment methods. The zeta potentials were found as -29.5±1.5 

mV, -14.2±0.6 mV, and -16.9±0.7 mV for Method-1, Method-II, and Method-III, respectively. The 

results showed that there was a significant difference between methods. As expected, the particle sizes 

had a highly negative correlation with their zeta potentials. It is known that chemistry of aquatic 

environment influences the formation of agglomerates and surface potentials due to deposition of 

organic materials, ionic strength, ion concentration and detachment of surface impurities [36,41-43]. 

 

Table 2. Particle size and zeta potentials of ZnO NPs (N:3, SD<5%) 

Sample pre-treatment method Particle size (d.nm) Zeta potential (mV) 

Method-I 301±12 -29.5±1.5 

Method-II 671±33 -14.2±0.6 

Method-III 548±21 -16.9±0.7 

 

In order to investigate the effect of sample pretreatment on the particle morphology, SEM 

images were taken from ZnO NPs (Supplementary Figure S1). It was shown that agglomerates were 

slightly formed with the Method-II and Method-III compared to Method-I, which is in good agreement 

with the particle sizes and zeta potentials.  

The EDX, SEM, DLS results indicated that attachment/detachment of chemical components, 

formation of new functional groups or changing the intensities of existed functional groups with the 

sample pretreatment methods reflect the matrix effect. Also, the functional groups on the surface are 

the key factors for the surface charge and formation of agglomerates. All these results showed that the 

main physicochemical properties (agglomeration, stability, functionality, composition etc.) were 

changed with the sample pretreatment. It means that new structural NPs were obtained with each 

sample pretreatment method, especially with the treatment of seawater. This is not unexpected results.  

On the other hand, the important point is how these changes affected the toxicity level and toxicity 

mechanism of NPs  

One of the main inhibition mechanisms can be identified by chemical interactions between 

NPs and the components of the cell envelope. Antioxidant activity is probably the best-known 

indicator of the mentioned chemical interactions. Antioxidants play an important role in preventing or 

limiting the damage caused by reactive species. Also, DeH, SOD, and CAT are some of the prominent 

antioxidant enzymes that efficiently protect against the harmful biological events [44,45]. In order to 

understand the effect of applied procedures on the mechanism of the inhibition, antioxidant activity 

and some important antioxidant enzymes (DeH, SOD, CAT) were examined. Since CAT responses 

were not significantly changed compared to control, antioxidant, DeH and SOD responses were 

evaluated.   

Antioxidant activity was affected by the applied procedures and the results are independent 

of the inhibition levels and bacteria species (Figure 4). High antioxidant activities were obtained in 

Procedure 3 and Procedure 4 compared to Procedure 1 and Procedure 2. For the tested bacteria, there 

were no differences between Procedure 1 and Procedure 2. Likewise, there were no differences 

between Procedure 3 and Procedure 4. However, there were significant differences between Procedure 

1-2 and Procedure 3-4.  

As shown in Figure 4(aII - cII), SOD activity of E. coli decreased at the level of 16-28% in 

all procedures, whereas slight decreases were obtained on SOD activities of S. aureus in all procedures 

(6-19%). SOD of P. aeruginosa was also decreased in Procedure 1 (18%) and Procedure 2 (25%). 

Lower SOD responses were obtained with Procedure 1 and 2 for all bacteria compared to other 

procedures.  
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Figure 4 (aIII-cIII) depicts the DeH activities of tested bacteria. DeH activity of E. coli had 

negative responses in Procedure 3 (32%) and Procedure 4 (41%), while there was no significant 

change in other procedures. DeH activity of P. aeruginosa decreased at the level of 20%, 32%, and 

35% in Procedure 2, 3 and 4, respectively. The highest negative responses were obtained for DeH 

activity of S. aureus in Procedure 3 (61%) and Procedure 4 (62%); slight negative response (19%) and 

no change were observed in Procedure 1 and in Procedure 2, respectively.  

In order to evaluate the physicochemical and biochemical phenomena on the toxicity, the 

inhibition dependency was summarized and shown in Figure 5. Interaction mechanisms observed for 

Procedure 1 with E. coli, P. aeruginosa, and S. aureus are reduced particle size+SOD, reduced particle 

size+SOD+DeH, and reduced particle size+SOD+DeH, respectively. On the other hand, Procedure 2, 

3 and 4 affected all tested bacteria by the same pathway which is reduced particle size+SOD, 

agglomeration+DeH, and surface chemistry+DeH, respectively. This observation does not depend on 

the bacteria type. Likewise, each toxicity procedures have different inhibition levels and inhibition 

pathways. Obtained results indicate that sample pretreatment methods and their toxicity procedures 

determine the pathway of the inhibition. Moreover, the measurement quality which includes 

reproducibility and repeatability has impact on the selection of method [2]. Therefore, we also 

discussed the standard deviations of the physicochemical parameters. The results indicated that there 

were no specific differences between standard deviations of the sample pretreatment methods for the 

tested parameters. This result was different with our previous study which is related to titanium 

nanoparticles [2]. In the previous study, Method-III had highest precision compared to other methods, 

and the order of the precision of tested NPs is Method-III > Method-I > Method-II. This observation 

showed that sample pretreatment might be specific for each nanoparticle.  

 

 
Figure 4. Results of antioxidant capacity, SOD and DeH of tested bacteria exposed to ZnO NPs with 

applied  procedure associated impact (a) E. coli, (b) P. aeruginosa , (c) S. aureus. I. 

Antioxidant activity, II. SOD activity, III. DeH activity 

 

 



 Baysal et al., J. Chem. Metrol. 14:1 (2020) 12-24 

 

21 

 

 
Figure 5. Scheme of the effective pathway of the ZnO NPs on the bacteria according to the 

different sample pretreatment methods. 
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These results can be helpful for the development of the analytical procedure for the 

ecological risk assessment of ZnO NPs through physicochemical and toxicological aspects. Using the 

results respecting precision of bioassay, control experiment, two methods can be developed and 

optimized, which are; 
 

I.  Ecotoxicity Assessment 
 

 Bacteria type: P. aeruginosa, and S. aureus, 

 Sample pretreatment method: Method-I1 

 Bioassay procedure: Procedure 2 

 Control experiment: Sample pretreatment method: Method-I, Bioassay Procedure: Procedure 1 
 

II. Ecotoxicity Assessment 

 

Bacteria type: P. aeruginosa, and S. aureus, 

Sample pretreatment method: Method-III 

Bioassay procedure: Procedure 4 

Control experiment: Sample pretreatment method: Method-II, Bioassay Procedure: Procedure 3. 

 

Method-I allows examining both environmental and control conditions in the presence of the 

ZnO NPs with bacteria bioassay. Bioassay Procedure1 combined with the Method-I allow to 

investigate control conditions, and Bioassay Procedure2 combined with the Method-I reflect 

environmental conditions. However, the surface chemistry of NPs may be interacted with the growth 

medium components, and the contribution of this interaction may not be measured. Method-III using 

Bioassay Procedure4 clearly reflects the environmental conditions both on the NPs and selected 

species during the whole procedure. Method-II using Bioassay Procedure3 can be used to reflect the 

pure control condition and as a control of the Method-III combined with Bioassay Procedure4. On the 

hand, this kind of bioassay and sample pretreatment methods may limit the investigation of aging 

effect on NPs surface chemistry.  

 

4. Conclusion  
 

We demonstrated three sample preparation methods to link the toxicity procedures and 

physicochemical characterization. The results showed that toxicity levels and mechanisms were 

changed by the applied sample preparation, and the results are mostly independent of the bacteria type. 

These results explain how sample pretreatment influences the interaction of ZnO NPs with the 

microorganism.  

To our knowledge, this is one of the rare study which evaluates the effect of sample 

pretreatment on the toxicity and physicochemistry of ZnO NPs. The study can be useful to develop 

standardized ecotoxicity procedures for ZnO NPs using bacterial bioassay. In conclusion, to make a 

realistic ecotoxicity assessment of ZnO NPs, selection of sample pretreatment method that is 

consistent with both particle characterization and toxicity bioassay is important. 

 

Supporting Information 
 

Supporting information accompanies this paper on http://www.acgpubs.org/journal/journal-of-

chemical-metrology  

 

ORCID   

Asli Baysal: 0000-0002-0178-7808  

Hasan Saygin: 0000-0003-2479-7635 

Gul S. Ustabasi: 0000-0003-1828-5297 

 

References 
 

[1] A. Baysal and M. Ozcan (2015). Environmental sampling and sample preparation, in: M. Barbooti (Eds) 

Environmental applications of instrumental chemical analysis, Apple Academic Press, New York, USA. 

http://www.acgpubs.org/journal/journal-of-chemical-metrology
http://www.acgpubs.org/journal/journal-of-chemical-metrology
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-0178-7808
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-2479-7635
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-1828-5297


 Baysal et al., J. Chem. Metrol. 14:1 (2020) 12-24 

 

23 

[2] A. Baysal, H. Saygin and G. S. Ustabasi (2020). An insight into the dependency on sample preparation 

for (eco) toxicity assessment of TiO2 nanoparticles, Environ. Monit. Assess. 192(2),144 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10661-020-8107-7  

[3] S. P. Moghanlo and H. Valizadeh (2019). Microwave-assisted preparation of graphene quantum dots 

immobilized nanosilica as an efficient heterogeneous nanocatalyst for the synthesis of xanthenes, Org. 

Commun. 12, 14-25  

[4] S. Mitra (2003). Sample preparation techniques in analytical chemistry. John Wiley and Sons Inc., 

Hoboken, New Jersey. 

[5] G. Lespes (2019). Nanoanalytics: analytical methods for the characterization of nano and micro-objects, 

Environ. Sci. Pollut. Res. 26, 5235-5235. 

[6] V. Aruoja, S. Pokhrel, M. Sihtmae, M. Mortimer, L. Madler and A. Kahru (2015). Toxicity of 12 metal-

based nanoparticles to algae, bacteria and protozoa, Environ. Sci. Nano. 2(6), 630-44.  

[7] F. Laborda, E. Bolea and J. Jiménez-Lamana (2016). Single particle inductively coupled plasma mass 

spectrometry for the analysis of inorganic engineered nanoparticles in environmental samples, Trends 

Environ. Anal. 9, 15-23. 

[8] A. Baysal and H. Saygin (2020). Smart nanosensors and methods for detection of nanoparticles and their 

potential toxicity in air, in: A. Amrane, A. Assadi, P. Nguyen-Tri, T. A. Nguyen, S. Rtimi (Eds) 

Nanomaterials for air remediation, 33-59.  

[9] A. Baysal, H. Saygin and G. S. Ustabasi (2020) Age-related physicochemical differences in ZnO 

nanoparticles in the seawater and their bacterial interaction, Environ. Monit. Assess. 192(276), 1-11. 

[10] A. Baysal, H. Saygin and G. S. Ustabasi (2018). Interaction of PM2.5 airborne particulates with ZnO and 

TiO2 nanoparticles and their effect on bacteria, Environ. Monit. Assess. 190(1), 34-49.  

[11] A. Baysal, H. Saygin and G. S. Ustabasi (2018). Influence of environmental media on carbon nanotubes 

and graphene nanoplatelets towards bacterial toxicity, Arch. Environ. Prot. 44(3), 85-98.  

[12] A. Baysal, H. Saygin and G. S Ustabasi (2019). Physicochemical transformation of ZnO and TiO2 

nanoparticles in sea water and its impact on bacterial toxicity, Environ. Health Eng. Manag. J. 6(1), 73–

80.  

[13] A. Baysal and H. Saygin (2019). Physico-chemical and toxicological behaviour of Al2O3 nanoparticles in 

fine particulate matter, Environ. Eng. Manag. J. 18 (12), 2683-2694 

[14] O. M. Bondarenko, M. Heinlaan, M. Sihtmae, A. Ivask, I. Kurvet, E. Joonas, A. Jemec, M. Mannerstrom, 

T. Heinogen, R. Rekulapelly, S. Singh, J. Zou, I. Pyykko, D. Drobne and A. Kahru (2016). 

Multilaboratory evaluation of 15 bioassays for (eco)toxicity screening and hazard ranking of engineered 

nanomaterials: FP7 project NANOVALID, Nanotoxicology 10(9), 1229-1242. 

[15] S. Suppi, K. Kasemets, A. Ivask, K. Kunnis-Berres, M. Sihtmae, I. Kurvet, V. Aruoja and A. Kahru 

(2015). A novel method for comparison of biocidal properties of nanomaterials to bacteria, yeasts, and 

algae, J. Hazard. Mater. 286, 75-84. 

[16] C. Pagnout, S. J. Mandeep Dadhwala, C. Caillet, F. Thomas and P. Baudaa (2012). Role of electrostatic 

interactions in the toxicity of titanium dioxide nanoparticles toward Escherichia coli, Colloid. Surface B. 

92, 315–321. 

[17] W. Jiang, H. Mashayekhi and B. Xing (2009). Bacterial toxicity comparison between nano- and micro-

scaled oxide particles, Environ. Pollut. 157, 1619–1625. 

[18] S. Baek, S. H. Joo, N. Kumar and M. Toborek (2017). Antibacterial effect and toxicity pathways of 

industrial and sunscreen ZnO nanoparticles on Escherichia coli, J. Environ. Chem. Eng. 5, 3024–3032. 

[19] Y. W. Baek and Y. J. An (2011). Microbial toxicity of metal oxide nanoparticles (CuO, NiO, ZnO, and 

Sb2O3) to Escherichia coli, Bacillus subtilis, and Streptococcus aureus, Sci. Total Environ. 409(8), 1603-

1608.  

[20] X. Bellanger, P. Billard, R. Schneider, L. Balan and C. Merlin (2015). Stability and toxicity of ZnO 

quantum dots: Interplay between nanoparticles and bacteria, J. Hazard. Mater. 283, 110-116. 

[21] G. S. Gupta, A. Kumar, R. Shanker and A. Dhawan (2016). Assessment of agglomeration, co-

sedimentation and trophic transfer of titanium dioxide nanoparticles in a laboratory-scale predator-prey 

model system, Sci. Rep. 6(31422), 1-13. 

[22] M. Farre, K. Gajda-Schrantz, L. Kantiani and D. Barcelo (2009). Ecotoxicity and analysis of 

nanomaterials in the aquatic environment, Anal. Bioanal. Chem. 393(1), 81-95.  

[23] N. Padmavathy and R. Vijayaraghavan (2011). Interaction of ZnO nanoparticles with microbes—A 

physio and biochemical assay, J. Biomed. Nanotechnol. 7, 1–10. 

[24] A. Simon-Deckers, S. Loo, M. Mayne-L'hermite, N. Herlin-Boime, N. Menguy, C. Reynaud, B. Gouget 

and M. Carrière (2009). Size-, composition- and shape-dependent toxicological impact of metal oxide 

nanoparticles and carbon nanotubes toward bacteria, Environ. Sci. Technol. 43(21), 8423-8429. 

[25] F. Mallevre, T. F. Fernandes and T. J. Aspray (2014). Silver, zinc oxide and titanium dioxide nanoparticle 

ecotoxicity to bioluminescent Pseudomonas putida in laboratory medium and artificial wastewater, 

Environ. Pollut. 195, 218-225. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10661-020-8107-7


Sample pretreatment of nanoparticles on bacterial bioassay 

 

24 

[26] X. Lin, J. Li, S. Ma, G. Liu, K. Yang, M. Tong and D. Lin (2014). Toxicity of TiO2 Nanoparticles to 

Escherichia coli: Effects of particle size, crystal phase and water chemistry, PLoS ONE. 9(10), e110247, 

1-8. 

[27] D. B. Janakiramudu, D. S. Rao, K. Madhu, G. Madhava, C. Naga Raju and P.V. Chalapathi (2017). 

Unsymmetrical urea and thiourea derivatives: An efficient nano BF 3-SiO 2 catalyzed PEG-400 mediated 

sonochemical synthesis and biological evaluation, Org. Commun. 10,201-215. 

[28] M. Amde, J. Liu, Z. Q. Tan and D. Bekana (2017). Transformation and bioavailability of metal oxide 

nanoparticles in aquatic and terrestrial environments. A review, Environ. Pollut. 230, 250-267. 

[29] S. H. Joo and D. Zhao (2017). Environmental dynamics of metal oxide nanoparticles in heterogeneous 

systems: A review, J. Hazard. Mater. 322, 29-47. 

[30] K. Juganson, A. Ivask, I. Blinova, M. Mortimer and A. Kahru (2015). NanoE-Tox: New and in-depth 

database concerning ecotoxicity of nanomaterials, Beilstein. J. Nanotechnol. 6, 1788–1804. 

[31] I. Krzyzewska, J. Kyziol-Komosinska, C. Rosik-Dulewska, J. Czupiol and P. Antoszczyszyn-Szpicka 

(2016). Inorganic nanomaterials in the aquatic environment: behavior, toxicity, and interaction with 

environmental elements, Arch. Environ. Prot. 42(1), 87-101. 

[32] S. M. Majedi and H. K. Lee (2016). Recent advances in the separation and quantification of metallic 

nanoparticles and ions in the environment, Trends Anal. Chem. 75, 183-196. 

[33] L. M. Skjolding, S. N. Sørensen, N. B. Hartmann, R. Hjorth, S. F. Hansen and A. Baun (2016). Aquatic 

ecotoxicity testing of nanoparticles-the quest to disclose nanoparticle effects, Angewandte. Chemie. 55, 

15224 – 15239. 

[34] G. Vale, K. Mehennaoui, S. Cambier, G. Libralato, S. Jomini and R. F. Domingos (2016). Manufactured 

nanoparticles in the aquatic environment-biochemical responses on freshwater organisms: A critical 

overview, Aquat. Toxicol. 170, 162-174.   

[35] Y. H. Peng, Y. C. Tsai, C. E. Hsiung, Y. H. Lin and Y. H. Shih (2017). Influence of water chemistry on 

the environmental behaviors of commercial ZnO nanoparticles in various water and wastewater samples, 

J. Hazard. Mater. 322(Pt B), 348-356.  

[36] A. G. Schultz, D. Boyle, D. Chamot, K. J. Ong, K. J. Wilkinson, J. C. McGeer, G. Sunahara and G. G. 

Goss (2014). Aquatic toxicity of manufactured nanomaterials: challenges and recommendations for future 

toxicity testing, Environ. Chem. 11, 207–226. 

[37] R. Apak, K. Guclu, M. Ozyurek and S. E. Karademir (2004). Novel total antioxidant capacity index for 

dietary polyphenols and vitamins C and E, using their cupric ion reducing capability in the presence of 

neocuproine: CUPRAC method, J. Agric. Food Chem. 52, 7970-7981. 

[38] A. Borkowski, T. Clapa, M. Szala, A. Gazinski and M. Selwet (2016). Synthesis of SiC/Ag/Cellulose 

Nanocomposite and its antibacterial activity by reactive oxygen species generation, Nanomaterials 

6(171), 1-13. 

[39] Y. Kono (1978). Generation of superoxide radical during autoxidation of hydroxylamine and an assay for 

superoxide dismutase, Arch. Biochem. Biophys. 186, 189-195. 

[40] H. Aebi (1974). Methods of Enzymatic Analysis. Bergmeyer, H.U. ed. pp.673-684, Academic Press, New 

York. 

[41] Y. Nur, J. R. Lead and M. Baalousha (2015). Evaluation of charge and agglomeration behavior of TiO2 

nanoparticles in ecotoxicological media, Sci. Total Environ. 535, 45–53. 

[42] J. Zhang, W. Guo, Q. Li, Z. Wang and S. Liu (2018). The effects and the potential mechanism of 

environmental transformation of metal nanoparticles on their toxicity in organisms, Environ. Sci. Nano. 

5(11), 2482-2499. 

[43] L. Zhang, J. Li, K. Yang, J. Liu and D. Lin (2016). Physicochemical transformation and algal toxicity of 

engineered nanoparticles in surface water samples, Environ. Pollut. 211, 132-140. 

[44] P. P. Fu, Q. Xia, H. M. Hwang, P. C. Ray and H. Yu (2014). Mechanisms of nanotoxicity: Generation of 

reactive oxygen species, J. Food Drug Anal. 22(1), 64–75. 

[45] A. B. Seabra, A. J. Paula, R. de Lima, O. L. Alves and N. Durán (2014). Nanotoxicity of graphene and 

graphene oxide, Chem Res Toxicol. 27( 2), 159–168. 

 
© 2020 ACG Publications 

 

 


	Importance of sample pretreatment on the bacterial bioassay for toxicity of ZnO nanoparticles
	1Istanbul Aydin University, Health Services Vocational School of Higher Education, Sefakoy Kucukcekmece, 34295 Istanbul, Türkiye
	2Istanbul Aydin University, Application and Research Center for Advanced Studies,
	Sefakoy Kucukcekmece, 34295 Istanbul, Türkiye
	3 Graduate Scholl of Science Engineering and Technology, Istanbul Technical University, Maslak Türkiye
	Keywords: Sample preparation; nanoparticles; bacterial bioassay; matrix effect; seawater. © 2020 ACG Publications. All rights reserved.
	References

